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Mellette Re-Enactor to help Celebrate South Dakota’s Anniversary in Sioux Falls

PIERRE, S.D. — People will have a chance to meet South Dakota’s first governor in
Sioux Falls as they celebrate the state’s first 125 years.

Gov. Arthur C. Mellette will be portrayed by John Timm of Sioux Falls at a fundraiser for
the South Dakota Historical Society Foundation. The event takes place from 6 p.m. to 8
p.m. on Thursday, July 24, on the outdoor terrace at Cherapa Place, 300 N. Cherapa
Pl., Sioux Falls. The event is open to the public.

“The event commemorates the 125" anniversary of South Dakota becoming a state on
Nov. 2, 1889,” said Foundation President Michael Lewis. “What better way to celebrate
than to have an opportunity to learn about an important person in South Dakota’s
history?”

The foundation is the nonprofit fundraising partner of the South Dakota State Historical
Society. The social is sponsored by Howalt + McDowell Insurance, a Marsh &
McLennan Agency; Woods, Fuller, Shultz & Smith P.C.; Koch Hazard Architects; and
The Risse Sherman Group at Morgan Stanley.

Mellette came to Dakota Territory in 1879, settling in Springfield. He was appointed
governor of Dakota Territory in 1889 and nine months later was elected governor of the
new state. He served two two-year terms as governor.

“He earned a place in South Dakota history as a leader for the remarkable way he met
crisis after crisis with honesty and integrity, and his steadfast determination to do the
best that he could with the resources available,” Timm said of Mellette.

Timm has been performing living history portrayals of Mellette since 1999. He will be
staying in character as Mellette throughout the July 24 event. People may ask Timm
guestions and Timm will answer as he believes Mellette would have, Lewis said.

The evening will include food, beverages and a silent auction. Lewis and several
foundation board members will attend and will tell about the work of the foundation and
the South Dakota State Historical Society. Local foundation members are Herb Jones
and Carey Miller of Sioux Falls and Brian Gatzke of Brookings. Local State Historical
Society trustees are Jeff Hazard, Robert Kolbe and Jon Lauck of Sioux Falls, Laurie
Langland of Fulton and John Fowler of Elk Point.

Because this is a fundraiser for the foundation, there is a suggested donation of $25 per
person.
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People may call (605) 773-6006 for more information.

Cutline information: John Timm of Sioux Falls poses by a statue of Gov. Arthur C.
Mellette in Pierre. (Photo courtesy South Dakota State Historical Society)
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The South Dakota Historical Society Foundation is a private charitable nonprofit that
seeks funding to assist the South Dakota State Historical Society in programming and
projects to preserve South Dakota’s history and heritage for future generations.

The South Dakota State Historical Society is a division of the Department of Tourism.
The Department of Tourism is comprised of Tourism, the South Dakota Arts Council
and the State Historical Society. The Department is led by Secretary James D. Hagen.
The State Historical Society, an Affiliate of the Smithsonian Institution, is headquartered
at the South Dakota Cultural Heritage Center in Pierre. The center houses the society’s
world-class museum, the archives, and the historic preservation, publishing and
administrative/development offices. Call (605) 773-3458 or visit www.history.sd.gov for
more information. The society also has an archaeology office in Rapid City; call (605)
394-1936 for more information.
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