
Archaeological Resource Management System (ARMS) 
User License Agreement 

The South Dakota archaeological archives consist of archaeological site records, survey records, reports, 
maps, GIS data, photographs, and artifact collection records. These are stored in paper records, in-house Mi-
crosoft Access databases, ESRI ArcMap shapefiles, and on an online database housed at 
http://hawken.sdsmt.edu. Collectively, the system is known as the Archaeological Resources Management 
System (ARMS). It is owned and operated by the Archaeological Research Center of the South Dakota State 
Historical Society. The information and data contained in the ARMS have been submitted to the Archaeolog-
ical Research Center from various agencies, entities, and sources. The data and information compiled and 
stored in the database are owned by the source agency or entity that provided the data and information to the 
Archaeological Research Center. 
 
The State of South Dakota, the South Dakota State Historical Society, and the Archaeological Research Cen-
ter have not verified, confirmed or corroborated the accuracy, completeness, or reliability of the information 
or data submitted and placed into ARMS. The State of South Dakota, the South Dakota State Historical Soci-
ety, and the Archeological Research Center are not responsible in any way for costs, damages, or any other 
liability resulting from use of the system. 
 
The data and information compiled and stored in ARMS do not constitute public records and are protected 
under state and federal laws. While some portions of the data and information in ARMS are available to the 
public as a public service, the entirety of ARMS data is solely available to professional archaeologists doing 
research in South Dakota and to agencies requiring information on South Dakota archaeological sites within 
their jurisdiction. 
 
The data housed in the ARMS database are the product of a collaborative effort among agencies and re-
searchers. The validity of the database is only as good as the data supplied to it. Users are expected to partic-
ipate in the effort to make the database as complete and reliable as possible. 
 
Use of the non-public portions of ARMS data constitutes a user license to access and use the data and infor-
mation contained therein, and constitutes acceptance of all of the following conditions: 
 

1. Users agree that the database will be used only for research and reference. 
 
2. Users agree that they will credit the Archaeological Resource Management System (ARMS), Ar-

chaeological Research Center, South Dakota State Historical Society, and, if disclosed in the ARMS 
database, the owner or source of the specific data or information obtained, in any work, document, 
report, or presentation resulting from use of, or reflecting data or information contained in, ARMS. 

 
3. Users agree to supply copies (both hardcopy and pdf) of any work, document, report or written 

presentation resulting from use of ARMS data to the Archaeological Research Center, South Dakota 
State Historical Society. 

 
4. Users agree to maintain the confidentiality of the data or information obtained from ARMS data. Us-

ers further agree that they will not allow third parties to use their license and will not make copies of 
information or data in ARMS for third parties. 

 
5. Users agree that site specific location information and data obtained from ARMS will not be dis-

closed, stated, reported, or otherwise disseminated in any work, document, report or presentation in-
tended for dissemination to the general public or a general audience. 

 
6. Users understand that it is their responsibility to verify the accuracy, completeness, or reliability of 

any information or data derived or obtained from the use of ARMS data. Users understand that the 
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information and data submitted and placed in ARMS has not been verified, confirmed, or corrobo-
rated by the State of South Dakota, the South Dakota State Historical Society, or the Archeological 
Research Center. 

 
7. Users agree that they release and hold the State of South Dakota, the South Dakota State Historical 

Society, and the Archaeological Research Center, and their officers, agents and employees, harmless 
from and against any and all actions, suits, damages, liability or other proceedings that may arise as 
the result of use of ARMS data. 

 
8. Users understand and agree that any violation of these conditions will result in the immediate cancel-

lation and termination of their user license and access to ARMS. 
 
Users are granted access to ARMS data for the purposes of professional archaeological or historical research 
and for cultural resource management under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. This li-
cense is good for one year upon notification by the Archaeological Research Center that the agreement has 
been accepted. Fees for use of ARMS data are set in Administrative Rules of South Dakota 24:52:05:02. 
 
I (We) agree to the terms listed above  Name __________________________________ 
 
Representing _______________________________________________  Date __________________ 
 
Email ___________________________________________________ 
 
If this license is for a corporate user, please list up to 9 additional names of authorized users: 
 
Name ________________________________ Email ____________________________________ 
 
Name ________________________________ Email ____________________________________ 
 
Name ________________________________ Email ____________________________________ 
 
Name ________________________________ Email ____________________________________ 
 
Name ________________________________ Email ____________________________________ 
 
Name ________________________________ Email ____________________________________ 
 
Name ________________________________ Email ____________________________________ 
 
Name ________________________________ Email ____________________________________ 
 
Name ________________________________ Email ____________________________________ 
 
Please attach a current cv for each new person listed above. If personnel change during the term of the 
agreement, the Archaeological Research Center must be notified. 
 
Payment should be made payable to the Archaeological Research Center, South Dakota State Historical So-
ciety. 
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