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Cultural Heritage Center Exhibits Recent Donations 
 
PIERRE, S.D. -- Select items recently donated to the Museum of the South Dakota 
State Historical Society and the South Dakota State Archives are currently on display in 
the lobby of the South Dakota Cultural Heritage Center in Pierre.   
 
The museum is featuring various items you would find around the house during the 20th 
century. Some of the items include a 1948 Handyhot portable washing machine, a 
1950s “Handy Hannah” hair dryer, a 1970s Rival ice crusher, a 1950s waffle iron and 
toaster, and a 1910s Perfection oil heater. 
 
“It is so interesting to see how everyday things have changed throughout time,” said 
Helen B Louise, museum director. “These items should really connect with people 
because they are so recognizable. So many of us can remember using items like this, 
or seeing our parents and grandparents use them. It’s a fun mix!”  
 
Among the State Archives recently-donated items are:  

 a photo and transcribed letter written by William J. Small of his experiences as 
a soldier with the 7th Cavalry at Wounded Knee in December 1890  

 photographs of Belvidere from 1990 
 photographs of the 1st South Dakota Regiment at Presidio, San Francisco 

during the Spanish American War 
 a 1928 panoramic photo of the road grading crew of England and England, 

Grading Contractors of Murdo 
 South Dakota town promotional maps from the 1950s to 1970s 
 “Certificate of Award” to Delmer King for “Neither Absent Nor Tardy” at the 

McClure School, Lyman County, in 1911 
 
The exhibit is on display through December. 
 
Those people having items for donation to the South Dakota State Historical Society 
should contact Dan Brosz, museum curator of collections, at 605-773-6013, or Matthew 
Reitzel, manuscript archivist, at 605-773-3615. 
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The South Dakota State Historical Society is a division of the Department of Tourism and State 
Development and strives to help the state meet the goals of the 2010 Initiative by enhancing 
history as a tool for economic development and cultural tourism. The society is headquartered at 
the South Dakota Cultural Heritage Center in Pierre. The center houses the society’s world-
class museum, the archives, and the historic preservation, publishing and 
administrative/development offices. Call (605) 773-3458 or visit www.history.sd.gov for more 
information. The society also has an archaeology office in Rapid City; call (605) 394-1936 for 
more information. 
 


