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Fourth Grade Favorites Unchanged in State Historical Society Census 
 
PIERRE, S.D. – Math, the color blue, pizza and the number 5 remained the favorites 
among South Dakota fourth graders who participated in an annual census conducted by 
the South Dakota State Historical Society-Archives during the current school year. 
 
This is the fifth year the State Historical Society-Archives has done the census, and 
those favorites have been the top choices among fourth graders every year.  
 
“The census offered fourth-grade students the chance to learn the value and purpose of 
census data,” said Matthew T. Reitzel, State Historical Society manuscript archivist and 
creator of the fourth-grade census project. “Censuses are vital historical tools for 
researchers and genealogists. The fourth graders learned how to collect census data 
and see how that data is compiled.”  
 
Teachers in 33 schools volunteered to have their students take the census, and 820 
fourth graders answered the 20-question survey.   
 
Among the data collected, 32 percent of students listed math as their favorite subject, 
28 percent noted blue as their favorite color, 30 percent said pizza is their favorite food, 
and 23 percent picked the number 5 when having to choose between numbers 1-10.   
 
Travel-wise, 67 percent of the fourth graders had been to Mount Rushmore National 
Memorial, 49 percent to the Corn Palace in Mitchell, and 62 percent to the Missouri 
River.  
 
Eighty percent of those who took the census were born in South Dakota. The highest 
percentages of those born out of state were from Minnesota (14 percent); Nebraska (11 
percent); and Iowa (9 percent).  
 
In all, 34 percent of the students live more than five miles from their schools, while 31 
percent live less than four blocks from their schools. Only 10 percent are left-handed, 68 
percent play musical instruments, and 84 percent own pets.  
 
Concerning future professions, 11 percent chose football player; teacher and 
veterinarian were tied at 8 percent.  
 
 
The State Historical Society-Archives offered a presentation of historical images and 
maps of South Dakota to one of the fourth grade classes in the project. The school, 
chosen at random, was Central Elementary in Madison. 
 



Complete results of the 2009-2010 fourth-grade census can be found on the State 
Historical Society’s website at www.history.sd.gov/Archives/forms/schoolcensus/09-
10results.pdf 
 
 

-30- 
 
The South Dakota State Historical Society, an office of the Department of Tourism and 
State Development, is headquartered at the South Dakota Cultural Heritage Center in 
Pierre. The center houses the society’s world-class museum, the archives, and the 
historic preservation, publishing and administrative/development offices. Call (605) 773-
3458 or visit www.history.sd.gov for more information. The society also has an 
archaeology office in Rapid City; call (605) 394-1936 for more information. 


