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The Lower Brule Sioux Tribe created an 
island and contoured shoreline along Lake 
Sharpe in 2007 to protect an ancient village 
(listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places) and provide riparian habitat for 
plants and animals. This is the first land 
restoration project since the US government 
dammed the Missouri River and flooded 
thousands of acres of tribal territory in the 
1950s and 60s. The Lower Brule Sioux 
Reservation lost 22,296 acres of floodplains 
and terraces, rich with plants and animals 
that thrived here over thousands of years, 
and the rising waters forced almost three-
quarters of reservation families into dry 
and infertile uplands. With its sensitivity to 
ecology and cultural ways, the Missouri 
River Pilot Preservation Project – a unique 
partnership with the Corps of Engineers for 
cultural protection and habitat restoration 
– may help other Tribes and communities 
bring life back to dead shorelines all along 
the Missouri mainstem reservoirs.   
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