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Rapid City man to lead State Historical Society fund-raising partner

PIERRE, S.D. -- A Rapid City man will be leading efforts that will benefit the South
Dakota State Historical Society.

Michael Lewis has been named the president of the South Dakota Historical Society
Foundation, which is the nonprofit fundraising partner of the SDSHS. Both are
headquartered at the Cultural Heritage Center in Pierre.

“We’'re excited about Michael's leading the foundation and the opportunity to take the
foundation to new levels,” said John Teupel of Spearfish, the foundation’s acting
chairman.

Lewis’ emphasis will be on fund raising and public relations for the foundation. Financial
resources provided by the SDHSF have made possible suitcase education kits and
traveling exhibits which are available to schools and communities statewide, and have
enabled photographs and documents from the SDSHS-Archives to be available on the
Internet. The foundation is also raising funds in order for the SDSHS Press to publish
Laura Ingalls Wilder’'s autobiography, as well as other projects.

“Having been born and raised in South Dakota and having an interest in the state’s
history, helping preserve the history of South Dakota is a natural connection,” Lewis
said.

Lewis, 57, brings a strong background in management to his new job. He has worked
for Citibank (South Dakota) NA and was most recently an operations manager with US
Bancorp in Fargo, N.D. He is retired from the South Dakota National Guard/US Army
Reserve.

Lewis has a bachelor’'s degree in criminology from Florida State University,
Tallahassee, Fla. He has master’s degrees in business administration from the
University of South Dakota, Vermillion; and in strategic studies from the U.S. Army War
College.

He supports efforts of other volunteer organizations, such as the Boy Scouts of America
and the United Way.

“The South Dakota Historical Society Foundation is an important partner with the South
Dakota State Historical Society,” said SDSHS Director Jay D. Vogt. “We count on their
fundraising to help support society initiatives above and beyond our normal operations.
We are pleased to have Michael on board to lead the fundraising efforts.”


mailto:Jeff.Mammenga@state.sd.us

The SDHSF is governed by a board of directors. Lewis will be based in Rapid City, with
an office located in the Archaeological Research Center, a program of the SDSHS.

“Even though I will be based in Rapid City, | will be supporting foundation efforts
statewide,” Lewis said.

Lewis’ wife, Barbara, is an attorney with Lynn Jackson Shultz and Lebrun in Rapid City.
The couple has one son, Adam, who is also located in Rapid City.
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The South Dakota Historical Society Foundation is a private charitable nonprofit that seeks
funding to assist the South Dakota State Historical Society in programming and projects to
preserve South Dakota’s history and heritage for future generations.

The South Dakota State Historical Society is a division of the Department of Tourism. The
Department of Tourism is comprised of Tourism, the South Dakota Arts Council, and the State
Historical Society. The Department is led by Secretary James D. Hagen. The State Historical
Society, an Affiliate of the Smithsonian Institution, is headquartered at the South Dakota Cultural
Heritage Center in Pierre. The center houses the society’s world-class museum, the archives,
and the historic preservation, publishing and administrative/development offices. Call (605) 773-
3458 or visit www.history.sd.gov for more information. The society also has an archaeology
office in Rapid City; call (605) 394-1936 for more information.



