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Officials Urge Public to Become Members of State Historical Society 
 
PIERRE, S.D. – Officials with the state of South Dakota are urging people interested in 
history, during this 125th anniversary of statehood, to become members of the South 
Dakota State Historical Society. 
 
“It is always important to remember our past and to preserve it for future generations,” 
said Gov. Dennis Daugaard. “That is a fact that people are especially realizing this year, 
during our state’s 125th anniversary. That’s why First Lady Linda and I became society 
members a few years ago.” 
 
“The historical significance of this anniversary cannot be overlooked, but collecting and 
preserving our state’s history is what we do all the time,” said Jay D. Vogt, society 
director. “I would encourage anybody who likes history and is interested in supporting 
our cause to become a member.” 
 
Vogt pointed out that there are about 2,500 members of the State Historical Society, 
located in every county in the state except Corson and every state in the union except 
Delaware, Maine, Rhode Island and West Virginia. 
 
“Our goal is to have members in every county and state before the 125th anniversary on 
Nov. 2,” Vogt said, adding that gift memberships are also available. 
 
In addition to supporting the society’s mission, membership benefits include a 
subscription to the award-winning quarterly journal “South Dakota History.” Society 
members also receive free admission to the museum in the Cultural Heritage Center in 
Pierre, a newsletter, discounts in the gift shop, State Archives and SDSHS Press, and 
invitations to special events. 
 
One-year memberships start for as little as $35. For more information, visit 
www.history.sd.gov, call (605) 773-6000 or email Jeff.Mammenga@state.sd.us. 
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The South Dakota State Historical Society is a division of the Department of Tourism. 
The Department of Tourism is comprised of Tourism, the South Dakota Arts Council, 
and the State Historical Society. The Department is led by Secretary James D. Hagen. 
The State Historical Society, an Affiliate of the Smithsonian Institution, is headquartered 
at the South Dakota Cultural Heritage Center in Pierre. The center houses the society’s 
world-class museum, the archives, and the historic preservation, publishing and 
administrative/development offices. Call (605) 773-3458 or visit www.history.sd.gov for 
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more information. The society also has an archaeology office in Rapid City; call (605) 
394-1936 for more information. 


