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South Dakota artifact featured in New York Metropolitan Museum of Art exhibit

PIERRE, S.D. -- South Dakota’s own Sioux Horse Effigy, an artifact from the collection
of the Museum of the South Dakota State Historical Society at the Cultural Heritage
Center in Pierre, will be on display March 9-May 10 at the Metropolitan Museum of Art
in New York City.

“The Plains Indians: Artists of Earth and Sky,” an exhibition of Plains Indian
masterworks, has already been displayed in Paris at musée du quai Branly and at the
Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art in Kansas City, Mo.

“To have one of our prized artifacts included in an exhibit of this magnitude is a great
opportunity for us to call attention to our amazing collection while generating interest in
the state of South Dakota,” commented Jay Smith, director of the Museum of the State
Historical Society. “With attendance of more than 200,000 in Paris and over 60,000 in
Kansas City, we've been able to share this magnificent artifact with audiences that will
remember the effigy for years to come.”

More than 600 guests were at a private opening for the exhibition March 2 in New York,
with representatives from the South Dakota State Historical Society in attendance.

The exhibit is notable for its more than 130 works of art from 57 European, Canadian
and American institutions, and private collections will be displayed in an unprecedented
continuum from pre-contact to the present-day. Featured works include numbers of the
great early Plains Indian robes, and other masterworks collected in the 18th century by
European explorers and taken back to the continent never to return to America until
now.

The popularity of the effigy, and its importance to Native American history and art, is
reflected in the ways its image has been used to market the exhibition.

“The effigy has appeared on invitations, newspaper stories and other promotional
materials at each site,” commented Smith. “We’ve even seen its likeness used, with our
permission of course, on a billboard in Kansas City.”

The travels of the Sioux Horse Effigy, as well as photos and information about the
exhibit locations, are on display in a small exhibit about the effigy at the Cultural
Heritage Center in Pierre.

“We are in the midst of planning a major celebration featuring the return of our beloved
horse effigy in the fall,” commented Jay D. Vogt, director of the South Dakota State
Historical Society. “In the meantime, we are excited about the audience that will see



our artifact in New York, and delighted with the feedback about the exhibition and the
attention it brings to the South Dakota State Historical Society.”

Suggested photo cutline: South Dakota’s own Sioux Horse Effigy was featured on
a billboard in Kansas City advertising the international exhibition “The Plains
Indians: Artists of Earth and Sky.” (Photo courtesy South Dakota State Historical
Society)
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The South Dakota State Historical Society is a division of the Department of Tourism.
The Department of Tourism is comprised of Tourism, the South Dakota Arts Council
and the State Historical Society. The Department is led by Secretary James D. Hagen.
The State Historical Society, an Affiliate of the Smithsonian Institution, is headquartered
at the South Dakota Cultural Heritage Center in Pierre. The center houses the society’s
world-class museum, the archives, and the historic preservation, publishing and
administrative/development offices. Call (605) 773-3458 or visit www.history.sd.gov for
more information. The society also has an archaeology office in Rapid City; call (605)
394-1936 for more information.



