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Derogatory names focus of
Board of Geographic Names

In 2009 the State Legislature

created the South Dakota Board of
Geographic Names, with the purpose
of eliminating derogatory names from
geological sites statewide. The board
consists of representatives of four state
government departments and one of-
fice: Tribal Relations, Environment
and Natural Resources, Transporta-
tion, Tourism, and the South Dakota
State Historical Society. I was ap-
pointed to represent the State Histori-
cal Society and provide a historical
perspective to the discussions.

The board is currently working
through its first recommended name
change: Negro Creek to Howes Creek
in Meade County. The board will be
meeting in early December to finalize
the name change and begin a discus-
sion on other names.

The purpose of the board is to

provide a process for public involve-
ment. In 2001, the United States Board
on Geographic Names refused to ap-
prove a list of name changes offered
by the State of South Dakota because
public comment was not taken into
account in determining the new
names. With the creation of the South
Dakota Board of Geographic Names, a
public involvement process which
includes public notice and a comment
form has been adopted. Visit
www.sdbgn.sd.gov to learn more.

As part of considering new
names for Negro Creek, the board
heard from over two dozen individu-
als, some with multiple recommenda-
tions. The legend for the current name
is that the creek was named such be-

From the SDSHS Director

cause a Negro family lived along it. In
the discussions and suggestions for re-
naming the creek, it seemed appropriate
to name the creek for that family. How-
ever, we have found no evidence that
such a family lived near the creek. Con-
sequently, the board is recommending
Howes Creek, named for the post office
located at the intersection of South Da-
kota Highways 43 and 73, near the
creek. Howes post office was named for
South Dakotan W.W. Howes, who
served as an assistance U.S. postmaster
general from 1933 to 1940.

Once the board formally approves

the new name, it will be sent to the U.S.
Board on Geographic Names for their

See “Vogt,” Page 2

Field Reports

The National Music Museum
at the University of South Dakota
in Vermillion has a new director.
Cleveland Johnson took over that
leadership position as of Nov. 1.
Johnson most recently served as
executive director of the Thomas J.
Watson Fellowship at the Thomas
J. Watson Foundation in New York
City.

HHHHE

The Spearfish Area Historical
Society has been holding programs
the first Tuesday of each month
recently. September’s program was
“Firearms in the Early Black
Hills,” by Ivan Hovland. October’s
was “Early Broadcasting in the
Black Hills,” by Larry Miller, Jim
Thompson and Verne Sheppard.
November’s program, on Nov. 6, is
“The Stratosphere Launch,” by
Linfred Schuttler. All programs are
free and open to the public. Call
(605) 642-9378 for more informa-
tion.

HHHE

The Dalesburg Scandinavian
Association, headquartered in Ver-
million, has announced several
upcoming events. After hosting
their annual meeting and luncheon
on Nov. 1, the association has the
35th annual “Celebration of the St.
Lucia Tradition in Dalesburg” on
Saturday, Dec. 8, at the Dalesburg
Lutheran Church. Next year’s
144th annual “Midsummer Festival

See “More,” Page 2
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In Dalesburg” is Friday, June 21 and
Sunday, June 23.

Other upcoming area events in-
clude the annual “Lutefisk & Meat-
ball Dinner” on Saturday, Dec. 1, at
St. Paul Lutheran Church in rural Elk
Point and a “Christmas Festival” on
Sunday, Dec. 2, at the W.H. Over
Museum in Vermillion.

HiHHE

October was proclaimed as
“Archives Month” in South Dakota
by Gov. Dennis Daugaard. The New-
ell Museum in Museum participated
by having a display at the West River
History Conference in Rapid City.
The traveling display depicted
“Homesteading in Butte County.”
Association members also displayed
two maps, from 1879 and 1881,
which showed homesteading along
the Belle Fourche River and Horse
Creek and identified area farmers.

HiHHE

Several people recently joined
the board of directors of the Grant
County Historical Society in Mil-
bank. They include Bobbi Sue Leo-
nard, Gloria Cooley, Marsha
Lundberg, Marge Nowick and
Shirley Zahn. The society also re-
cently added the First Congregational
Church in Milbank to its list of prop-
erties.

HitHHt

Is your history group’s informa-
tion current on the website of the
South Dakota State Historical Soci-
ety?

To find out, go to
www.history.sd.gov and click on
“About Us” on the top of the page.
Then click on “Organizations Guide”
under “Resources” on the right-hand
side of the page. If you’d like to
make changes, please send them to
Jeff Mammenga at the contact infor-
mation on the top of the front page of
this publication.

West River History Conference
has record attendance

A record attendance of more than
100 people participated in the recently
completed 20th annual West River His-
tory Conference in Rapid City, as pre-
senters, exhibitors, sponsors and those
who came to listen and learn. Thanks to
all who helped make this conference a
success.

In addition to top-notch featured
speakers — Sequoia Crosswhite, Jim
Hatzell, Johanna Meier, and the Rocker-
ville Blue Grass Band with special sur-
prise guest, Kenny Putnam — several
new features this year enhanced the ex-
perience for participants: the new venue
at the lovely Hilton Garden Inn in Rapid
City, the addition of a Friday evening
reception, and the closing "Foozle"
which sent participants home tapping
their toes to this traditional American
music form.

More exhibitors than ever before
displayed an array of antiques, rare
books, new history books and informa-
tion of historical interest.

The 2013 conference will be held
Oct. 3-5 in Rapid City.

Following are the 2011 prize win-
ners. Best papers were announced at

Friday's awards luncheon:

Honorable Mention: Larry Wilbur,
"The Battle of Whitestone Hill"

Honorable Mention: John Timm,
"Inside the Civil War with Arthur Mel-
lette"

3rd Place: Matsuko Vary, "Calamity
Jane - the Woman Behind the Legend"

2nd Place: Tim Velder, "George
Sitts: A Look Back at a Classic Crime
Story"

Ist Place: Lilah Pengra, "John
Brazeau: His Origin in St. Louis and Ex-
ploits on the Upper Missouri"

Bob Lee Award for Outstanding paper
on Frontier Military History: Jack Bradt:
"In his Brother's Shadow: The Story of
Brevet Lt. Colonel Thomas W. Custer
from Birth to his Death at the Little Big
Horn"

WRHC Director's Award: Marti
Fuerst: "The 1972 Black Hills Flood:
Archiving Oral History on the Web"

Herb Blakely Award: Ann Stanton,
Rapid City

Zoom Zoom Award: Patti Storm,
Faith

Sandria Friske Helping Hand Award:
Jan Rathbun, Rapid City

SDSHS Holiday Open House set for Nov. 23

The annual Holiday Open House
of the South Dakota State Historical
Society is Friday, Nov. 23, from
Noon to 4:30 p.m. at the Cultural
Heritage Center in Pierre.

The event has become a holiday
kick-off tradition for many in the
Pierre-Fort Pierre area and is usually
attended by 600-plus people. They
come to see how the Cultural Heri-
tage Center is decorated for the holi-
days. This year, two display cases in
the lobby will feature holiday collec-
tions. An antique sleigh from the
museum’s collection will also be
displayed.

The event also features free ad-
mission to the museum, free enter-
tainment and holiday treats, living-
history demonstrations and, for the
kids, pictures with Santa Claus.

People also come for great buys
on unique holiday gifts from the
Heritage Store.

“Our open house is always a fun

event,” said Jay D. Vogt, SDSHS direc-
tor. “Every year, people tell me they
look forward to coming up to the Cul-
tural Heritage Center the day after
Thanksgiving,”

The museum and store will be open
extended hours for the holidays, Mon-
day-Saturday until 6:30 p.m., from
Nov. 26-Dec. 22. Sunday hours will
remain 1-4:30 p.m.

Vogt

Continued from Page 1

consideration.

The Board of Geographic Names is
working from a list of offensive names
designated in the 2001 legislation.

These names contain the words Negro or
Squaw. Modern-day sensibilities find
this offensive. Changing the names does
not change of the history of these places.
Actually, the name changes are part of
the history. jdv




<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



