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If the traveler crosses the northern plains of South Dakota to the
city of Lemmon, he will come upon a very interesting and unusual site--
the world's Targest petrified wood park. This site consists of 3200
tons of petrified wood, 100 tons of petrified grass, and tons of cannon
ball boulders which are either standing ‘in the condition they were
found or stacked and cemented together to form conical pyramids, pillars,
various other configurations, and three buildings.

Of the structures, two of them serve a functional purpose: one
houses the Chamber of Commerce, and the other, a museum. Both use pet-
rified Jogs in their construction, but the latter utilizes it through-
out including a petrified grass floor. The polygonal-shaped museum's
main exterior features are spires of varying height along the roof's
edge; the interior exhibits are mostly related to local history, geo-
logy. or pioneer 1ife. The third structure employs over three hundred
tons of petrified wood and resembles a miniature castle.

The stone itself dates back to the Mesozoic times and there are
numerous examples of fossilized plant and animal 1ife captured within
the material. ‘It comes in a variety of sizes and shapes and has a diver-
sity of color. The cannonball houlders come from a similarly named
river in North Dakota and derive their name from their oval and smooth
Took. The interplay of the current and the sand, which rubs against
the stones, causes them to take on their appearance. Their diameter
varies from a half a fpot to several feet. .. .

A1l of this stone appears in an area of less than an acre:and it
creates a Father'bizarre picture. The park has changed since it opened
in 1932 because some of the visitors have stolen the stene, and also,
the construction of a tennis court caused the loss of some monuments.
Also, the Chamber of Commerce building was .once a. gas station, but
overall, the site still retains much of its original appearance.
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The city of Lemmon has the world's Targest petrified wood park which
has been important to the city's commercial development. It also is s5ig-
nificant in the social humanitarian area for two reasons. First, Ole S.
Quammen, the founder, built the park partially to hire the Jobless during
the years of the Great Depression. ‘secondly, Alice Quammen, his daughter,
donated the park to the city for the public's benefit.

Ole S. Quammen was among the people who arrived on the first passenger
train into Lemmon in 1907. He ewned and. operated a Jumberyard which was a
prosperous enterprise in a newly developing town located on -the treeless
plains. However, he has become better known for his hobby than his business

success. Quammen was an amateur geolegist who roamed the county examining
petrified wood which was quite abundant.

Around 1926 he and his son, David,‘beganmto_formq]atenplans.of_esta-
blishing a park with examples of pétrifiéd 'wood mide into various configura-
tions. The idea was not implemented until 1928, _The father believed that
pathering the best example of the materia] in"ohe'pIaCeiwﬁﬁld enhance his
Etudies, provide an-interesting exhibit, and help hire the Jobless. .The pro-
ject took around four years to complete. It gave many people, especially
ranchers, an income during those early depression years. They continued to
work on the park with the completion of the museum in 1933, “The 'Quammens had
gathered 600,000 pounds of petrified grass, 8,200,000 pounds of petrified and
gatized wood, and 13,000 bones. This was quite an achievement for them and
11 'the people who hauled those stones by wagon,

Unfortuhater, both father and son were unable to enjoy their success
ery long for they both died in 1934. The park then came under the ownership
f Alice Quammen who kept the land unti] she donated it, with conditions, to

akers to take care of it and dispense information to tourists.

To many people, this site is extremely important to history and develop-
ent of the city. The construction of the park empbyed many people who might
ave had to otherwise leave the area. Also, since its inception, it has been
boon te the tourist industry for ‘the state and especially to Lemmon. This,
f course, is important to the commercial development of a city. Although it
s less than fifty years old it must be remembered that the town was not
tarted until 1907 which makes it a rather early undertaking in the city's

he city in 1954. Since then the city has maintained the park and hired care-
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istory. It 1s definitely Lemmon's most important landmark.
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