
Military Records at the South Dakota State Archives – Miscellaneous 
Collections 
Civilian Conservation Corps Records, 1934-1942 (87-159, 88-150, 89-088, 90-120, 93-097) 

Includes regulations, service record cards, photographs, and discharge papers for Civilian 
Conservation Corps camps in South Dakota. Individual service records are restricted from 
public access. (Boxes 00691-00702, 01779 A, 02280 A, 03261 A, 05683, 05777 B) 

Charles N. Cooper Military Patent, 1868 (H95-016) 
Consists of the military patent granting bounty land to Charles N. Cooper in Township 93 
North, Range 62 West, Section 23. The patent was issued in 1868. (FB 165) 

Governor Samuel H. Elrod Records, 1904-1907 (H74-187, 88-018) 
Collection includes proclamations, general correspondence, correspondence concerning 
military affairs, state departments and agencies, federal agencies and officials, the Lewis 
and Clark Centennial, and Ute Indians. (Boxes 03523 A - 03524 A, 03255 B) 

1st South Dakota Infantry, Patriotic Christian League Constitution and Minutes, 1898-1899 (H75-130) 
Consists of the handwritten constitution for the Patriotic Christian League, a religious 
organization created by soldiers. (Box 03452 B) 

General Photo Collection - Military (P104) 
 Includes images of miscellaneous military uniforms and unidentified groups of people. 

General Photo Collection - Patriotic Groups (P100) 
Includes groups of people at pageants, reunions, and celebrations, and at Daughters of the 
American Revolution (DAR), Grand Army of the Republic (GAR), and Red Cross events. 

General Photo Collection - Weapons (P145) 
Includes images of various weapons used by the South Dakota National Guard and other 
military units. 

Charles N. Herreid Papers, 1899-1905 (H74-192) 
Herreid served as the governor of South Dakota from 1901 to 1905. This collection consists 
of correspondence, proclamations, bills and appointments from his years in office. There 
are folders of quartermaster reports and lists of articles lost or destroyed. (Boxes 03531-
03532, MD 64) 

Governor George S. Mickelson General Files, 1987-1993 (94-039) 
This collection consists of general office files arranged by subject that were collected during 
George S. Mickelson’s term as governor. Of particular interest are the folders under the 
heading of Military and Veterans Affairs. There are subheadings for Selective Service, 
Veterans Affairs, Veterans Home, National Guard, and Desert Shield/Desert Storm. (Box 
05794) 



Military Panoramic Photographs and Posters, 1885-1951 (H93-090) 
Photograph collection that includes images from the Taft Inaugural in Washington, DC in 
1909 showing the South Dakota National Guard Band. (MD 8, 96, 262-263) 

Miscellaneous Military Records on Microfilm 
Microfilm roll containing information on Crow Creek Veterans of the Korean War; the 1919 
American Legion Caucus in St. Louis; World War I bonus payroll; and the official lineage of 
battle honors for the 88th Division, 147th Field Artillery, and 643rd Field Artillery. (MF 1848) 

Florence H. Paulson Army Nurse Corps Records, 1918-1932 (H91-080) 
This collection consists of records acquired by Paulson during her service with the Army 
Nurse Corps, including her certificate of identity, list of installations where she was 
stationed, worker’s permit, assignment to the nurses’ mobilization station in New York City, 
and discharge destination paper. (Box 04543 A) 

Pierre Military School Records, 1909 (H74-163) 
This collection contains financial estimates, stock subscription list, and floor plans for the 
proposed boys’ military school in Pierre. (Box 03475 A) 

Doane Robinson Papers, 1880-1946 (H74-009) 
This collection combines South Dakota historian Doane Robinson’s personal papers and 
papers of the South Dakota State Department of History. Include a letter dated 1924 listing 
West Point military cadets from North and South Dakota from 1900-1924 (Box 03359 B, 
Folder 25; also available on the South Dakota Digital Archives). There are also letters that 
list the Annapolis graduates from South Dakota from 1869-1927 (Box 03359 B, Folder 25; on 
Digital Archives) and from 1926-1935 (Box 03361 A, Folder 75; also on the Digital Archives). 

Harold H. Schuler Papers, 1989-1992 (H95-010) 
This collection includes 86 photographs of Camp Rapid collected by Harold Schuler who 
used them for research purposes to write the book Camp Rapid: Home of the South Dakota 
National Guard in 1995. Camp Rapid was created in 1932 and was the training area for the 
South Dakota National Guard. (Box 05976) 

South Dakota Adjutant General, Annual and Biennial Reports, 1887-1982 
Published reports submitted by the Adjutant General in 1887-1889, 1892-1894, 1898-1908, 
1910-1912, 1914-1968, and 1979-1982. (Boxes 03657 A, 07182 B, 07187 C, 07221 B, 07228 
A, 07253 B) 

South Dakota Adjutant General, Correspondence, 1983-1992 (96-190) 
Consists of correspondence files from the Adjutant General’s office from 1983 through 
1992. (Box 04713) 

South Dakota Adjutant General, Publications, 1904, 1973 
Consists of a report on the South Dakota National Guard from 1904 (Box 07187 C), and a 
pamphlet on the Military Ambulance Assistance to Communities (MILAAC) program from 
1973. (Box 07211 C) 

https://histsd.access.preservica.com/portal/en-US/asset/sdb%3AIO%7C70aac8aa-f3d4-4892-9cbb-2578cf9527c9
https://histsd.access.preservica.com/portal/en-US/asset/sdb%3AIO%7Cf79ff86d-5639-45cd-b528-be3700c53ac8
https://histsd.access.preservica.com/portal/en-US/asset/sdb%3AIO%7Cf79ff86d-5639-45cd-b528-be3700c53ac8
https://histsd.access.preservica.com/portal/en-US/asset/sdb%3AIO%7C11f9c96d-71aa-4af1-9bce-a4bbf1e9f253


South Dakota Dept. of Legislative Audit, Audit Reports, 1974-1988 (88-172) 
Consists of audit reports and financial statements concerning receipts and expenditures, 
commentary on recordkeeping practices, and suggestions for improving those procedures. 
Includes reports on the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs. (Box 03841) 

South Dakota Dept. of Military Affairs Report, 1896 
 Includes a report on the “Northern Branch of the National Home” from 1896. (Box 07226 B) 

South Dakota Dept. of Military and Veterans Affairs, Grave Registrations, 1920-1970 (83-064) 
Listing of veteran burials in South Dakota cemeteries organized by county. (Boxes 01063-
01064) 

South Dakota Dept. of Military and Veterans Affairs, Newsletters, 1974-1993 
Consists of copies of the Vet Letter newsletter from 1974-1976, 1979, 1981-1994. 
Newsletters contain narratives on the activities of veterans’ organizations and articles on 
issues of importance to veterans. Many issues are missing. (Box 02088, 02324B, 07304 B) 

South Dakota Employment Service, Veterans Employment Records, 1936-1941 (H82-042) 
This collection contains a manual outlining work opportunities for veterans, 1936; circulars; 
and the Veterans’ Placement Service Monthly Newsletter, 1939-1941. (Box 03591 B) 

South Dakota National Guard Museum Records, 1994 (H99-006) 
This collection consists of financial reports, listings of club members, minutes, and lists of 
projects. (Box 06906 A) 

South Dakota National Guard Papers, 1885-1981 (H74-028) 
The South Dakota National Guard was organized in 1884 with two regiments of infantry and 
one of artillery. Includes annual reports, orders, circulars, memoranda, bulletins, military 
tour notices, adjutant general’s files, correspondence, regulations, operations plans, 
requisitions, muster rolls, unit histories, maps and posters. (Boxes 03657 A - 03672, 07033 
A - 07034 B; FB 57-58; MD 67, 106) 

South Dakota National Guard, Photographs, 1926-1993 (96-093) 
Consists of photographs of Camp Rapid in Rapid City, South Dakota. Includes aerial 
photographs and images of encampments, buildings, and training. (Box 05976) 

South Dakota National Guard, Reports, 1968-1978 (96-120) 
Includes the South Dakota National Guard Officer Directory from 1978, and the National 
Guard Emergency Operations Manual from 1968-1970. (Box 04613) 

South Dakota State Soldiers Home, Annual and Biennial Reports, 1891-1954 
The annual reports submitted by the State Soldiers Home to the legislature from 1891 to 
1954. (Boxes 07226 B and 07211 C) 

South Dakota State Soldiers Home, Correspondence, 1917-1937 (84-075) 
Collection of letters sent and received by the State Soldiers Home from 1917 to 1937. 
(Boxes 02107-02108) 

https://sdarchives.lyrasistechnology.org/repositories/2/archival_objects/38046


South Dakota State Soldiers Home, Furlough Register, 1890-1902 (84-075) 
Consists of one indexed volume containing information about members furloughed from 
1890 to 1902. Information captured includes name, residence at time of enlistment, date of 
enlistment, where discharged, date, name of captain or officer in charge, furlough dates, 
rank, company, regiment, state, arm, months of service, pension, pension certificate, age, 
nativity, occupation, and social condition. (V 1722) 

South Dakota State Soldiers Home, Letterpress Books, 1893-1903 (84-075) 
Consists of copies of letters sent by State Soldiers Home staff from March 1893 through 
October 1903. (V 1723-1725) 

South Dakota State Soldiers Home, Member Record Registers, 1891-1907 (84-074) 
These volumes contain information on members admitted, readmitted, discharged, 
furloughed, absent with leave, or deceased. Includes lists of the effects of the deceased, 
pension accounts, and misconduct cases. (V 1726-1727) 

South Dakota State Soldiers Home, Minutes, 1889-1955 (84-074) 
These volumes contain the official meeting minutes of the State Soldiers Home 
Commission from June 1889 to February 1955, and include the names of commission 
members, motions, resolutions, reports of activities, and expenses. (V 1849-1853) 

South Dakota State Veterans Home, Newsletters, 1986-1988 
 Copies of the State Veterans’ Home News from 1986-1988. (FB 481) 

Governor Robert S. Vessey Records, 1909-1927 (H74-184) 
Collection includes political and military correspondence, proclamations, and 
endorsements. (Boxes 03486 A - 03498 B) 

George White Horse Discharge Papers, 1927 (H84-005) 
White Horse served as a private in the 2nd Infantry, Company I, of the U.S. Army from 1891 to 
1894. This collection contains his honorable discharge certificate from 1927. (Box 03615 B) 

Maps 
Johnson’s Nebraska, Dakota, Idaho and Montana, 1865 (#2141 - MD 45, Folder 4) 

Historical Map of the United States, 1953 (MD 79) 

Map of Early Trails, undated (#219 - MD 24, Folder 4) 

Map of a Reconnaissance of the Black Hills, 1874 (#2378 - MD 48, Folder 3) 

Map of the Route Passed Over by Company I, 1st Dragoon, undated (MD 82) 

Minuteman Missile Deployment Sites Near Ellsworth Air Force Base, 1991 (MD 98) 

Publications 
Census of Pensioners for Revolutionary or Military Services with their Names, Ages, and Places of 

Residence, as Returned by the Marshals of Several Judicial Districts, under the Act for 
Taking the Sixth Census. Washington, DC: Blair and Rives, 1841. 

https://histsd.access.preservica.com/portal/en-US/asset/sdb%3AIO%7Ce005016f-3648-4d09-aaef-135660ee9d35
https://histsd.access.preservica.com/portal/en-US/asset/sdb%3AIO%7Ca846cded-fe56-4dfc-b420-84dbb34925eb
https://histsd.access.preservica.com/portal/en-US/asset/sdb%3AIO%7C40c80675-08cf-49ff-bd03-6161900353ec


Anderson, David G. Historic Preservation Planning on Military Bases: An Example from Fort Polk, 
Louisiana. Atlanta, GA: Interagency Archaeological Service Division of the National Park 
Service, 1989. 

Borthick, David. Medals, Military and Civilian of the United States. Tulsa, OK: M.C.N. Press, 1984. 

Britton, Jack. Military Shoulder Patches of the United States Armed Forces. Tulsa, OK: M.C.N. Press, 
1985. 

Britton, Jack. Uniform Insignia of the United States Military Forces: U.S. Navy, U.S. Coast Guard, 
U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Army, U.S. Air Force, Civil Air Patrol. Tulsa, OK: M.C.N. Press, 1981. 

Brooks, Nathan Covington. A Complete History of the Mexican War: Its Causes, Conduct, and 
Consequences. Chicago, IL: Rio Grande Press, 1965. 

Calkins, William Wirt. The Calkins Memorial Military Roster. Chicago, IL: M.A. Donohue and 
Company, 1903. 

Campbell, James Duncan. American Military Insignia, 1800-1851. Washington, DC: Smithsonian 
Institution, 1963. 

Carter, William Giles Harding. Old Army Sketches. Baltimore, MD: Lord Baltimore Press, 1906. 

Chandler, Melbourne C. Of Garry Owen in Glory: The History of the 7th United States Cavalry 
Regiment. Annandale, VA: s.n., 1960. 

Coffman, Edward M. The Old Army: A Portrait of the American Army in Peacetime, 1784-1898. New 
York: Oxford University Press, 1986. 

Compiled Service Records of Soldiers Who Served in the American Army during the Revolutionary 
War. Washington, DC: National Archives Trust Fund Board, 1976. 

Cross, Osborne. A Report, in the Form of a Journal, to the Quartermaster General, of the March of 
the Regiment of Mounted Riflemen to Oregon, from May 18 to October 5, 1849. Washington, 
DC: Government Printing Office, 1850. 

Cullum, George Washington. Biographical Register of the Officers and Graduates of the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point, NY, from its Establishment, March 16, 1802, to the Army 
Reorganization of 1866-67. New York: D. Van Nostrand, 1868. 

Delo, David Michael. Peddlers and Post Traders: The Army Sutler on the Frontier. Salt Lake City, UT: 
University of Utah Press, 1992. 

De Peyster, John Watts. Personal and Military History of Philip Kearny, Major-General United States 
Volunteers. New York: Rice and Gage, 1869. 

Downey, Fairfax Davis. Fife, Drum and Bugle. Fort Collins, CO: Old Army Press, 1971. 

Essays in Some Dimensions of Military History. Carlisle Barracks, PA: U.S. Army Military History 
Research Collection, 1972. 

Headquarters Heliogram. Arlington, VA: Council on America’s Military Past, 1981-[?]. 



Herr, John Knowles. The Story of the U.S. Cavalry, 1775-1942. Boston: Little, Brown, 1953. 

Hicks, James Ernest. U.S. Military Firearms, 1776-1956. La Canada, CA: J. E. Hicks, 1962. 

History of Federal Agencies, Aberdeen, South Dakota, 1881-1981. Aberdeen, SD: North Plains 
Press, 1981. 

Johnson, Richard S. How to Locate Anyone Who Is or Has Been in the Military: Armed Forces 
Locator Directory. Fort Sam Houston, TX: Military Information Enterprises, 1991. 

Keegan, John. Fields of Battle: The Wars for North America. New York: A. A. Knopf, 1996. 

Lyon, Nathaniel. Last Political Writings of Gen. Nathaniel Lyon: With a Sketch of His Life and Military 
Services. New York: Rudd and Carleton, 1861. 

Marcy, Randolph Barnes. Thirty Years of Army Life on the Border, Comprising Description of the 
Indian Nomads of the Plains, Explorations of New Territory, a Trip Across the Rocky 
Mountains in the Winter, Description of the Habits of Different Animals Found in the West, 
and the Methods of Hunting Them, With Incidents in the Life of Different Frontier Men. New 
York: Harper and Brothers, 1866. 

McChristian, Douglas C. An Army of Marksmen: The Development of United States Army 
Marksmanship in the 19th Century. Fort Collins, CO: Old Army Press, 1981. 

McGovern, George S. A Time of War, A Time of Peace, by George McGovern. New York: Vintage 
Books, 1968. 

MHQ: The Quarterly Journal of Military History. New York, NY: MHQ, Inc., 1988. 

Military Service Records: A Select Catalog of National Archives Microfilm Publications. Washington, 
DC: National Archives Trust Fund Board, 1985. 

Mullan, John. Report on the Construction of Military Road from Fort Walla-Walla to Fort Benton. 
Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1863. 

Official Register of the United States: Containing a List of Officers and Employees in the Civil, 
Military, and Naval Service, 1879-1905. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 
[1905?]. 

Preliminary Inventory of the Land-Entry Papers of the General Land Office. Washington, DC: 
National Archives, 1949. 

Preliminary Inventory of the Records of United States Army Continental Commands, 1821-1920. 
Washington, DC: National Archives and Records Service, 1973. 

Railsback, Thomas C. The Drums Would Roll: A Pictorial History of U.S. Army Bands on the 
American Frontier, 1866-1900. New York: Sterling Publishing Co., 1987. 

Ramsey-Palmer, Paige. Young Troopers: Stories of Army Children on the Frontier. Tucson, AZ: 
Southwest Parks and Monuments Association, 1997. 



Register of Officers and Agents, Civil, Military and Naval, in the Service of the United States, 1853-
1877. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, [1877?]. 

Sawicki, James. Infantry Regiments of the U.S. Army. [Dumfries, VA]: Wyvern Publications, [1981]. 

Schubert, Frank N. Vanguard of Expansion: Army Engineers in the Trans-Mississippi West, 1819-
1879. Washington, DC: Historical Division, Office of Administrative Services, Office of the 
Chief of Engineers, 1890.  

Schuler, Harold H. South Dakota Armories. Freeman, SD: Pine Hill Press, 1996. 

Smith, Walter Harold Black. Small Arms of the World: A Basic Manual of Military Small Arms. 
Harrisburg, PA: Stackpole Books, [1966]. 

Statistical Report on the Sickness and Morality in the Army of the United States, Compiled from the 
Records of the Surgeon General’s Office, Embracing a Period of Five Years, from January 
1855 to January 1860. [s.l.: s.n.], 1860. 

Steffen, Randy. United States Military Saddles, 1812-1943. Norman, OK: University of Oklahoma 
Press, 1973 

The U.S. Army and the Negro. Carlisle Barracks, PA: U.S. Army Military History Research Collection, 
1971. 

Thompson, Gilbert. Historical Military Powder-horns. [Harrisburg, PA: Harrisburg Publishing 
Company, 1901]. 

United States. Congress. American State Papers: Documents, Legislative and Executive, of the 
Congress of the United States, Selected and Edited Under the Authority of Congress. 
Washington, DC: Gales and Seaton, 1832-1861. 

United States. Department of the Army. Office of Military History. The Army Lineage Book. 
Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1953. 

United States. War Department. Letters from the Secretary of War, Transmitting a Report of the 
Names, Rank, and Line of Every Person Placed on the Pension List, in Pursuance to the Act 
of March 18th, 1818 and January 20, 1820. Washington, DC: Gales and Seaton, 1820. 

Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. 1989 Heritage Publicity Probe Program. [s.l.: s.n., 
n.d.] 

Westrate, Edwin Victor. Those Fatal Generals. New York: Knight Publications, Inc., 1936. 

World Army Uniforms Since 1939. Poole, U.K.: Blandford Press, 1981. 

Zogbaum, Rufus Fairchild. Horse, Foot, and Dragoons: Sketches of Army Life at Home and Abroad. 
New York: Harper and Brothers, 1887. 

Mentions in South Dakota Historical Collections. Pierre, SD: South Dakota State Historical Society. 



Military: Vol. 11, page 426; Vol. 17, page 303, 361-370, 376-382, 449-508, 524-527, 535, 
539-541, 544-545; Vol. 20, page 160, 312-313; Vol. 24, 479, 503; Vol. 27, page 89-90; Vol. 
31, page 95-100, 139-148; Vol. 36, page 160-161, 179-180, 186, 197 

United States Army: Vol. 1, page 105-107, 121-122, 205, 210, 281-294, 303, 307, 310-311, 
327-328, 385-439; Vol. 2.1, page 100; Vol. 2.2, page 236, 241-242, 265-266, 274, 276, 284-
295, 330-336, 356-358, 373, 471-472, 483-484, 489, 504; Vol. 3, page 480-481; Vol. 4, page 
186-188; Vol. 5, page 86, 275, 277-282, 284-324, 338-350, 417-421; Vol. 6, page 119, 257-
263, 431-432, 453-472, 494-590; Vol. 8, page 42, 100-588; Vol. 9, page 480; Vol. 10, page 
130-194; Vol. 11, page 361-362; Vol. 14, page 34, 199, 372-373; Vol. 17, page 177-178, 449-
521, 526-527, 535, 539-545; Vol. 21, page 531; Vol. 23, page 191-193, 266, 269-270, 287; 
Vol. 24, page 105, 115-117, 129-130, 132-134, 148-149, 499; Vol. 26, page 253-256; Vol. 27, 
page 129, 386-387, 396-398, 489-491, 493-494, 503-504, 507; Vol. 28, page 179, 194, 278-
279, 301, 303-304, 353-354, 409-410, 415-436, 442-443, 453-454, 457, 460-463, 466-471, 
474-492, 496, 502-503, 505, 531-532; Vol. 29, page 51-61, 359-360, 421, 428, 462-463, 488-
493; Vol. 31, page 15-16, 45-47, 73, 107, 482-485, 498-501, 522-524; Vol. 32, page 251-253, 
325-326, 366-367, 380-382; Vol. 34, page 203; Vol. 35, page 66-67, 361-362; Vol. 36, page 
457-458; Vol. 37, page 244, 246-247; Vol. 38, page 128, 382-384; Vol. 40, page 17-23, 72, 
84-87, 121-124, 226-297 

Mentions in Wi-Iyohi. Pierre, SD: South Dakota State Historical Society. 

 Soldiers’ Uniforms: Vol. 14, No. 9 

 Veterans in SD: Vol. 9, No. 1 

 

Vertical Files 
“Army Air Forces Technical School, Sioux Falls” 

“Ellsworth Air Force Base” 

“Guns” 

“Military” 

“Military Camps and Assignments” 

“Military History” 

“Minuteman Missile Sites” 

“State Veteran’s Home” 

“Veterans” 

“Veterans Day” 

“West Point Graduates from South Dakota, 1890-1932” 
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