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St. Louis Superintendency of Indian Affairs 
 
The two principal types of field jurisdictions of the Office of Indian Affairs in the 19th century 
were superintendencies and agencies.  Superintendents had general responsibility for Indian 
affairs in a designated geographical area.  Their duties included the supervision of relations 
between the tribes and non-Indians, the supervision of the conduct and accounts of agents 
responsible to them, the communication of instructions from the Commissioner to agents, and 
the granting of leaves of absence to subordinates.  It was also common practice for them to 
receive contract bids, enter into contracts, and issue annuities to the Indians.  Under each 
superintendent were agents, subagents, or special agents immediately responsible for one or 
more tribes. 
 
The St. Louis Superintendency was established in 1822 and was responsible for the agencies 
located in the Midwest, including the St. Peters and Upper Missouri agencies.  It operated until 
1851, when it was succeeded by the Central Supeirntendency. 
 
Letters Received by the Office of Indian Affairs, 1824-1851 (M234). 
 
The records in this microfilm publication consist of communications received by the Office of 
Indian Affairs from the St. Louis Superintendency concerning the general situation of the 
Indians, their population, education, health, and medical care, and their agriculture and 
subsistence.  The letters cover such matters of administrative concern as emigration, land 
allotments, annuity payments, depredations, claims, complaints, traders, buildings, supplies, 
employees, and accounts.  Correspondence is grouped by year and thereunder arranged 
alphabetically by initial letter of surname or official position of the writer.  Within each 
alphabetical section, correspondence is arranged by file number, which was assigned to each 
letter as they were registered. 
 
CONTENTS NARA ROLL # MF LOCATION 
St. Louis Superintendency, 1824-1828 747, 748 1467 
St. Louis Superintendency, 1829-1831 749 1468 
St. Louis Superintendency, 1832-1835 750 1469 
St. Louis Superintendency, 1836-1841 751, 752 1470 
St. Louis Superintendency, 1842-1847 753, 754 1471 
St. Louis Superintendency, 1848-1851 
St. Louis Superintendency Emigration, 1837-1841 

755, 756 1472 

 
 
Records of the St. Louis Superintendency of Indian Affairs, 1807-1855. 
 
This microfilm publication was produced by the Kansas Historical Society and contains records 
relating to almost all aspects of Indian administration within the St. Louis Superintendency.  
There are documents relating to land surveys; depredation claims; licenses issued to traders; 
negotiation and enforcement of treaties; intertribal relations; and financial accounts.  Also 
included are records of the Missouri Fur Company. 
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CONTENTS KHS ROLL # MF LOCATION 
Vol. 1 - Field Notes and Plats of Surveys of Indian 

Lands, 1830-1836; Treaties and Agreements 
between the U.S. and various Indian tribes, 1831-
1838 

Vol. 2 - Letters, claims, treaty articles, and permits, 
1812-1825 

Vol. 3 - Claims for Indian depredations, licenses to 
traders, two lists of Indian traders, Indian 
conditions in the upper Mississippi area, 1815-
1817 

Vol. 4 - Letterbook, letters sent by Superintendent 
William Clark between 1828 and 1832. 

1 1585 

Vol. 5 - Emigration of Ottawas and Shawnees, 1832-
1834 (includes correspondence and abstracts, 
muster rolls) 

Vol. 6 - Letterbook, letters received from agents and 
others, 1827-1832 

Vol. 7 - Letterbook, letters sent by superintendents, 
1839-1845 

Vol. 8 - Letterbook, letters received, 1839-1846 

2 1586 

Vol. 9 - Letterbook, letters sent by superintendents, 
1847-1855 

Vol. 10 - Day Book, accounts, 1832-1835 
Vol. 11 - Record of Claims, between U.S. citizens and 

Indian tribes, 1807-1830 (name index at end of 
volume) 

Vol. 12 - Property Returns, 1840-1843 
Vol. 13 - Current Accounts, with Indian tribes and 

agents, 1840-1843 

3 1587 

Vol. 14 - Property Returns, 1844-1849 
Vol. 15 - Current Accounts, 1844-1849 
Vol. 16 - Property Returns, 1853 
Vol. 17 - Current Accounts, 1843-1853 
Vol. 18 - Current Accounts, 1839-1840 
Vol. 19 - Property Returns, 1839-1840 
Vol. 20 - Indian Agent Accounts (Boilvin, Clark, 

Forsyth, Graham, Latham, Menard, O’Fallon, 
Taliaferro), 1822-1825 

4 1588 

Vol. 21 - Indian Agent Accounts, Upper Missouri 
Agency (O’Fallon, Kennerly, Dougherty), 1822-
1834 

Vol. 22 - Indian Agent Accounts, Headwaters of the 
Missouri River and on the Yellowstone River 
(Sanford), 1828-1834 

Vol. 23 - Indian Agent Accounts, St. Peters Agency 

5 1589 
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(Taliaferro), 1822-1834 
Vol. 24 - Indian Agent Accounts, Sac and Fox 

Agency, Rock Island (Forsyth, St. Vrain, Pilcher, 
Davenport),1822-1834 

Vol. 25 - Indian Agent Accounts, Osage Agency 
(McNair, Hamtranck, Chouteau), 1824-1834 

Vol. 26 - Accounts with Indian agents and sub-agents 
and miscellaneous accounts (emigrating Indians, 
treaty expenditures, education, Western Military 
Road opening), 1826-1836  

Vol. 27 - Indian Agent Accounts, agent to emigrating 
Senecas of Ohio (Brisk, and sub-agents Kennerly 
and Van Horne), 1831-1834 

Vol. 28 - Superintendent William Clark, letters 
received (1837-1839) and sent (1837-1839) 

Vol. 29 - Accounts with agriculturists, agents, 
blacksmiths, and contractors, 1826-1831 

Vol. 30 - Missouri Fur Company, 1812-1814 (articles 
of association, records of board of directors, 
accounts) 

Vol. 31 - William Clark Diary, 1826-1831 (mostly 
meterological data, also steamboat arrivals and 
departures, arrivals and departures of Indians, 
notes on deaths, accidents and marriages)  

Vol. 32 - Half-Breed Land Claims under Sac and Fox 
Treaty of 1824, 1828-1837 

Vol. 33 - Missouri Fur Company, 1812-1817 (ledger 
and accounts) 

6 1590 

 
 


