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Fort Buford (North Dakota) 
Fort Buford was built in 1866 at the confluence of the Missouri and Yellowstone Rivers in present-
day North Dakota. The original fort buildings were made of poor materials and deteriorated quickly, 
so the entire fort was rebuilt and expanded in 1871-1872. It was abandoned on October 1, 1895. 
The site is now a state historic site, with a museum and interpretive center. 

Collections 
General Photo Collection - Fort Buford (P93) 

Includes the following images from Fort Buford - officers’ quarters, Sioux tipis, and looking 
south from the guard house 

Stanley J. Morrow Photograph Collection (P194) 
Includes a photograph of sunset Fort Buford from 1872 (#116). 

Timothy Nowak Collection (H2010-094) 
This collection consists of maps, photographs, archaeological research materials, and 
microfilm on the history of Fort Randall compiled by Timothy Nowak, an archaeologist with 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Includes ground plans and drawings of Fort Buford circa 
1889. (MD 119, Folder 3) 

Publications 
Burdick, Usher Lloyd. Tales from Buffalo Land: The Story of Fort Buford. Baltimore, MD: Wirth 

Brothers, 1940. 

Hedren, Paul L. Sitting Bull’s Surrender at Fort Buford: An Episode in American History. Williston, 
ND: Fort Union Association, 1997. 

Innis, Ben, ed. A Chronological Record of Events at the Missouri-Yellowstone Confluence Area from 
1805 to 1896; and a Record of Interments at the Fort Buford, Dakota Territory, Post 
Cemetery, 1866 to 1895. Williston, ND: Fort Buford 6th Infantry Regiment Association, 1971. 

Mentions in South Dakota Historical Collections. Pierre, SD: South Dakota State Historical Society. 

Fort Buford: Vol. 1, page 129, 351; Vol. 2.2, page 47; Vol. 4, page 269; Vol. 5, page 315; Vol. 
6, page 236, 248, 256, 264-265, 267, 269-270; Vol. 32, page 370-371, 422-425 

Mentions in South Dakota History. Pierre, SD: South Dakota State Historical Society. 

Fort Buford: Vol. 4, page 152; Vol. 9, page 299-300; Vol. 14, page 117, 131; Vol. 17, page 185, 
187; Vol. 32, page 23; Vol. 35, page 158, 161; Vol. 40, page 131, 136, 138, 163, 184 

Vertical Files 
“Fort Buford, ND” 
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