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Fort Stevenson (North Dakota) 
Fort Stevenson was a frontier military fort that served as a supply depot for other military posts in 
Dakota Territory. It was established in 1867 at the mouth of Douglas Creek, about nine miles 
southwest of present-day Garrison, North Dakota, and replaced the second military post at Fort 
Berthold. The fort was abandoned by the military in 1883. The original fort site was inundated after 
the construction of Garrison Dam in 1953. Fort Stevenson State Park is located about four miles 
from the original fort’s location and includes a replica of the fort’s guardhouse. 

Collections 
General Photo Collection - Fort Stevenson (P97) 
 Consists of an image of the remains of Fort Stevenson taken in 1905. 

Maps 
Diagram of Exterior Boundaries of Fort Stevenson, 1885 (MD 90) 

Map of the Military Reservation of Fort Stevenson, 1870 (MD 90) 

Publications 
Mattison, Ray H. Old Fort Stevenson: A Typical Missouri River Military Post. Bismarck, ND: State 

Historical Society of North Dakota, 1951. 

Report on Historical Aspects of the Garrison Reservoir Area, Missouri River: Mercer, McLean, 
Mountrail, Dunn, McKenzie, and Williams Counties, North Dakota. Omaha, NE: National 
Park Service, 1951. 

Smith, G. Hubert. Archeological Investigations at the Site of Fort Stevenson (32ML1), Garrison 
Reservoir, North Dakota. Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1960. 

Trobriand, Philippe Regis Denis de Keredern. Army Life in Dakota: Selections from the Journal of 
Philippe Regis Denis de Keredern de Trobriand. Chicago: Lakeside Press, 1941. 

Mentions in South Dakota Historical Collections. Pierre, SD: South Dakota State Historical Society. 

 Fort Stevenson: Vol. 1, page 360; Vol. 3, page 572-573, 578, 582-583; Vol. 4, page 269 

Mentions in South Dakota History. Pierre, SD: South Dakota State Historical Society. 

 Fort Stevenson: Vol. 14, page 117, 130; Vol. 35, page 159 
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