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Fort Union (North Dakota) 
Fort Union was an important American Fur Company trading post built in 1828 by Kenneth 
McKenzie. It was located on the Missouri River about three miles past the mouth of the Yellowstone 
River, near the present-day state border between North Dakota and Montana. The American Fur 
Company sold the fort to the Northwest Fur Company in June 1865, who in turn sold it to the U.S. 
Army in the summer of 1867. The Army salvaged what they could from the fort for the construction 
of Fort Buford. Fort Union Trading Post became a national historic site in 1966. 

Collections 
General Photo Collection - Fort Union (P97) 
 Includes a pencil sketch of the fort. 
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De Vore, Steven Leroy and William J. Hunt, Jr. Fort Union Trading Post National Historic Site 
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Press, 2020. 
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Hunt, William J. Firearms and the Upper Missouri Fur Trade Frontier: Weapons and Related 
Materials from Fort Union Trading Post National Historic Site (23WI17), North Dakota. n.l.: 
n.p., 1989. 
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Section. Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1968. 



Thompson, Erwin N. Fort Union Trading Post: Fur Trade Empire on the Upper Missouri. Medora, ND: 
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Mentions in South Dakota Historical Collections. Pierre, SD: South Dakota State Historical Society. 

Fort Union: Vol. 1, page 109, 132, 275, 334, 342, 348, 351-352; Vol. 4, page 226, 233-235; 
Vol. 8, page 323; Vol. 10, page 439; Vol. 11, page 151, 317-319; Vol. 22, page 435, 440-443 
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