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NOW 1S THE TIME TO COME TO DAKOTA

Garden Spot
of the World
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* * FREE LANDS % %

Thousands upon thousands of acres of the richest
and most productive soil that the sun shines upon

Her farms wonderfully productive
Unequalled is her prosperity
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MARKETING DAKOT A&

COME TO DAKOTA!
Free land drew thousands to Dakota
Railroads built lines into sparsely populated territory hoping immigrants
and profits would follow. Government officials and town boosters
encouraged settlers with promises of the good life. Communities,
railroads, and the government all advertised aggressively. Reality seldom
got in the way of a good promotional line. This exhibit looks at the
marketing used to draw settlers to Dakota.

Mo one played nice in the fierce competition for settlers. lowa
newspapers referred to the “barren, desolate, Godforsaken land of
Dakota.” Dakota boosters shot back, *“You men from Michigan and
Illinois, from lowa and other states . . . where one-half of the vear
vou are altemately freezing and thawing and wading in mud up to
your ears . . . come to God's country,”
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MARKETING DAKOT A&

LOCAL OFFICIALS

Early officials sang Dakota’s praises
Early governors touted Dakota’s assets. Printed copies of their
speaches made compelling promotional material. The territorial
Immigration Bureau was established in 1871. The bureau printed and
distributed promotional pamphlets written in English,
German, and Scandinavian languages.
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The Golden Letter

When geologist Ferdinand V. Hayden
visited the Black Hills in 1866, the
governor asked him to write a
description of the area, Hayden's
response became known as the Golden
Letter because it claimed the Hills had
gold, silver, and gypsum. Printed by
newspapers nationwide, the Golden
Letter gave faraway readers a favorable
impression of Dakota.

Bureau sent out over 18,000

In 1875, the Immigration

promotional pamphlets.

Land agents traveled throughout Canada and
Europe urging prospective immigrants to settle
in Dakota. Local agents selected land, prepared

homestead paperwork and paid filing fees for

newly arrived settlers.

South Dakota
Year Population
1860 1,153
1870 11,776
1880 98,268
1890 328,808
1900 401,570
1910 583,888
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MARKETING DAKOT A&

DAKOTA RAILS
Railroads had a profound effect on Dakota settlement
Railroads laid down track before people moved into an area. They
advertised heavily to entice immigrants. Their overseas immigration
offices spread the word about Dakota in Great Britain, Norway,
Denmark, Sweden, Holland, Switzerland, and Germany.

Splendid Opportunities

| To Establish Mew Homes in the West

Thousandd of hores of Govermmend Land Upes for
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Railroads platted over 400 towns in
Dakota. With a town every 7 to 10
miles along the track, farmers with a
team and wagon could get to town
and return home in the same day.
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MARKETING DAKOTA

DAKOTA RAILS

The railroads wanted tradesmen in Dakota
One publication wrote, “there are splendid openings in this new and
rapidly developing country for carpenters, blacksmiths, shoemakers,
harnessmakers, and workers at all other trades.”
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MARKETING DAKOTA

DAKOTA RAILS

Railroads had a profound effect on Dakota settlement
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FARE REFUNDED TO PURCHASERS=——

Special railroad excursion
rates of a penny per mile
allowed potential settlers to
look over the land. As many as
6,000 visitors a day did soin
November 1880.
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LOCAL BOOSTERS
Town boosters worked relentlessly to attract settlers
Newspaper editors used their papers to promote their towns. Many
towns dreamed of being the “next Chicago™ and marketed themselves
accordingly. Weekly promotional columns ran in many papers.
Immigrants were among the area’s best promoters. Personal letters to
family and friends back east and overseas encouraged them to come to
Dakota. Ethnic groups often settled one area together.
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LOCAL BOOSTERS
Town boosters worked relentlessly to attract settlers
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THE ROAD to fortune 1s open. It leads

through Pierre. Who would prosper and
thrive may come in. A small sum, a few
hundred dollars, invested judiciously in
honest real estate in this young city, at
present low prices, cannot but prove a sate,
sure and immensely profitable investment.
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LOCAL BOOSTERS
Town boosters worked relentlessly to attract settlers
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MARKETING DAKOTA

FAIRS & EXPOSITIONS

Events draw big crowds
At the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago, South Dakota
boosters highlighted the state. Displays included over 100 varieties of
wheat, oats and other grains and a 14-foot cornstalk arch. The wool
industry displayed a stuffed sheep. At the local level, town boosters used
fairs and expositions to entice settlers with visions of abundant crops and
robust livestock.

Over 180,000 |:|:J--:}plp\
20,000 from South Dakota
/ signed the massive
| quest register at the South
' Dakota pavilion of the
'. Columbian Expaosition.
The register was billed as
“the world's largest book.,
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FAIRS & EXPOSITIONS
Events draw big crowds

. _‘—\-\._\_\_\_
A'lain palaces

popped up around the \
5

region, but South Dakota®
{ Corn Palace in Mitchell
| lasted. As the site of the
| Corn Belt Exposition in
1892, the Corn Palace
\ enticed settlers and

\

|III entrepreneurs to the area. I|II

After a few shaky years,
the Exposition became

Tnual et
R

Covir Paskieo, Mincheell, BEIT.

JUNE 13, 1889,

DOPTER CUUNTY BANE

u:uula&ﬂ al Cetlysharg,
fakota, Jume 6. 1084
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P
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B, R HGHES, Cashinr, .

* GRAIN ¢ PALACE ¢

T INTER-ST |
. : e T VERTTS R [Exposition ond Harvest Festival

Turner County held its
livestack shows, and fancy

fair is still held annually.

In 1884, a rail car
display of Dakota
produce included a

Lincoln County.

first fair with produce exhibits,

homemade goods in 1880. The

| 185-pound squash from §

sl dor .

CORN BELT
EXPOSITION,

MITCHELL, 5.D.
Sept. 28 ta0ct. 6, 1892,
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MARKETING DAKOT A&

COME TO DAKOTA!

Thousands answered the call to “Come to Dakota™
Political, social, and economic growth — and statehood — depended on a
growing population. The government actively pursued settlers and the
chance to own land drew many. Early settlers encouraged friends and
family to come and try their luck. Railroads and town boosters enticed
settlers with exaggerated promises of easy weather and good crops.

Marketing efforts paid off handsomely and the territory’s population
grew from 11,776 in 1870 to 328,808 by 1890.

e i
Fres Lands In Dakots — Thers are s lands
in Dakola salgest o ile esmorselul guil of
Sporulaters. Our lands are open 1o ssteal
siilomest  under ik preemplion  asd
homestosd] laws, and sone bul ecolesl silm
ran aldmn tham Trem the CGovemeent. For this
rrascn we bave no great uncelinmted wasie in
the hands of ouisids parties. io hinder the
pomee sebtlements of the Termtory. Fueop
what has alpeady been 1aken by astmal setilers,
Py Bere i (nee o Che Nirs whe oomes s
oocupies M. ko this way Dakola will become
thickly setiled. Thousands of seres of oor best
lanids are now ready for e s wsl st lor - fres
of cosi under the bemestead law = or §1.25 an
pere whie P Lhe proomplesa act, Uome s aned
pinciire D00 peres of good land

il

B Land for ihe Landless = Homes for the

Homeless. are what Dakola offers. Hosm asd

opporiunily bere for 100,000 poor men Lo
become rich.

e i of—

A worl 16 suF Essern (Rende  New

is 1k i 1o eome b0 Dakola. Com s S

nrlrl grow up with Termlery. Hmwe a hand ia

£ e i st al whatl will soon be =

p-l:-l'-'ﬂul poprulows, and wealthy Stete, Serurs
now @ Home and 8 Farm. where your future
Nears Ehay bi passsd comlartaldy. o b
and abd us in bRsgisg up our towns and 8
loundisg new ooes; In making our lewes;
vrecting car school houses nmd our charches.
Come now and ged o fond held that will in &
shart tims give you sdvantages of wealih and
influeees. Vou can not sslest g bevier tme
Here are Froe Lands and Free bomes for
Lhomsands of willing workman

e
Wanted Immedintely, — Twenty
thousnnd Furmers o know that Dako
in has millions of neees of the finest
Frnrm Lands in the eountry, which
ahe proposes to give pwny to netenl
snitlors.

S Falk, ca. 1670

Today you are given the advantage of 24,000,000 acres
from which to make your selection. Another year and the
opportunity is forever past. Dakota s past development
assures the newcomer that, no matter how great the extent
of virgin soil surrounding him today, tomorrow he will be
on the confines of a thrifty village, with schools, churches,

and a busy, bustling Western town at his very door:
Dakota Territory Commissioner of Immigration, 1887
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