3. Recommendations for Developing Interpretive Signs
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According to Amanda Adams with LOKI Interpretive Group, interpretive signs
serve a variety of functions for communities, such as:

1.

Interpretive signs illuminate the power of place. Clear educational
messages and content inform the public of each site's historic significance.

Interpretive panels do more than provide just dates and facts. They also
inspire a feeling of stewardship in site visitors, strengthening awareness of
cultural and natural resources.

Thoughtful and well designed signage programs demonstrate community
pride in local heritage.

Interpretive signage is self-sufficient: it provides a high-quality interpretive
experience without the requirements of staff or facilities to maintain.

They are a consistent message available to many visitors at one time, can
be viewed at the visitors’ convenience, and are available 24 hours a day.

Interpretive signage enhances visitor perceptions of a site, city, or region.
By drawing attention to an area's unique history and identity, tourists
better appreciate the story of a new place. Captivating interpretive signs
and exhibits can become destinations in their own right.




They are not ideal in every situation however. They are vulnerable to damage by
weather, wildlife, and vandalism. They are also non-personal and may draw
attention to a fragile resource that could be damaged by visitors.

Before researching, drafting the text, or designing a sign, the need for the
interpretive sign must be determined. Answer the following questions:

Is there something that needs explaining?

Will something be missed without interpretation?

Is a sign the appropriate form of interpretation?

Will the sign help prevent damage to the site?

Will enough visitors see the sign to make it cost effective?
Who is the target audience of the sign?

Will the signs damage the site?

There are three different types of interpretive signs. Ask yourself if you want your
sign to inform, educate, or entertain the audience. What are your objectives?

e What do you want the audience to know and learn?
e What do you want the audience to do?
e How do you want the audience to feel?

Example: Pierre Hill Historic District sign located in Mateer Park in Pierre, SD.

e Learn: Different styles of architecture are identified by different
features.

e Do: Tour the Pierre Hill Residential Historic District to see the different
architectural styles represented.

e Feel: All architectural styles, whether they are considered high style or
not, play an important role in history and the development of
neighborhoods.
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